[Sequential therapy with methotrexate and 5-fluorouracil in patients with advanced colorectal cancer pretreated with 5-fluorouracil plus folinic acid].
To evaluate the efficacy and toxicity of a sequential low-dose methotrexate (MTX) and 5-fluorouracil (5FU) regimen in the palliative treatment of patients with advanced colorectal cancer. Enrolled in the study were patients with advanced colorectal cancer, refractory to 5FU + FA. Patients were treated with MTX 40 mg/m2 i.v. bolus d 1 and 8, 5FU 700 mg/m2 i.v. bolus d 2 and 9 (24 hours after MTX bolus). The cycle was repeated every 4 weeks. 48 patients entered the study, and 45 are evaluable. The overall response rate was 15% with 1 complete response and 6 partial responses. Eight patients obtained disease stabilization. Median time to progression was 9 months. Toxicity was mild. Grade 3 stomatitis was observed in 7 (15%) patients. Sequential MTX/5FU is a well tolerated regimen with mild antitumor activity in refractory advanced colorectal patients.